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Introduction/Scope


This work item proposes to add the attributes defined in the HL7 Gender Harmony logical model to the DICOM information model by extending the modules containing patient demographics.    
This work was started as CP-1927, but the size of the changed text and the number of potentially affected parties makes a DICOM Supplement more appropriate.  Based on the current draft and examples, the change will be about 50 pages of normative text and about 50 pages of examples and use cases.  

The changes are designed to be entirely optional and allow for a gradual transition with systems upgraded independently.  Reviewing this as CP out of many in a Change Package will lack sufficient visibility to reviewers.  A supplement is more likely to reach those affected in a way that leads to appropriate level of review.
Limitations of Current Standard


The current DICOM information model conveys only an ambiguously defined patient sex attribute.  A joint effort of HL7, DICOM, X.12, and others has defined a logical model of patient attributes to capture gender, sex for clinical use, name, pronouns, and documentation history.  This model is being mapped into specific protocols including HL7 V2.5.1, V2.9.1, CDA, and FHIR.  The current DICOM standard lacks the attributes needed to convey this information either from orders to DICOM equipment, or from DICOM equipment to non-DICOM systems.  The current DICOM standard also lacks the attributes needed to exchange this information between DICOM systems, and for display to users in support of interactions with patients.
Description of Proposal


The Patient Sex (0010,0040) attribute definition will be updated and extended.  At present it is not defined other than having values “F”, “M”, or “O”.
The modules containing patient demographics will be updated to correspond to the HL7 Logical Model.
Part 17 will be updated with examples and use cases to describe use of these attributes.
Parts of Standard Affected

This work item will affect Parts 3, 4, 6, 15, 16, and 17 of the DICOM standard. 

Resources & Time Line


Working Group 6 created an Ad Hoc subcommittee to perform this work.  It was relatively idle while the HL7 Logical Model was created and reviewed.  It is now actively reviewing the changes and examples.
 The emphasis will be on:
· Have we incorporated the model correctly (not redefining the HL7 Logical Model)

· Are the examples sufficient to demonstrate expected use cases.
· Have we properly allowed full optionality.
The supplement size is estimated to be about 50 pages of normative text and about 50 pages of examples and informative text.
Editors: Rob Horn, Steve Nichols
Ad Hoc Co-chairs:  Rob Horn, Wim Corbijn van Willenswaard
Estimated WG-06 effort:

  Ad Hoc:   10 hours tcons
  Full WG-06:  1 FR + 6 PC + 6 LB + 6 FT


